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1st African American Catholic Church in the City of Cleveland 
2nd African American Catholic Church in the United States 

St. Adalbert/Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament 
 

Serving the Fairfax African American Catholic Community Since 1922 
 

Mass: 11am Sunday 
Weekday Mass: Thursday at 9am during the school year 

Holy Days of Obligation: 6pm 
Confession by appointment only-Please contact Fr. Gary Chmura 

1st Sunday Birthday Blessings March 6th, 2022 
2nd Sunday Rosary / March 13th 10:30 am 

3rd Sunday/February 20th, 2022/Thomas Clark Scholarship  
Synodal Listening Sessions – Please see any Parish Council Member 

4th Saturday/February 26th, 2022 -OLP 10am-12noon Community Meal 
 

    

Blackjack Sundays: May 29th, July 31st, October 30th 
              Mass Intentions:   African American Ancestors 

Fr. Gary Chmura, Fr. Andrew Morkunas, Fr. Ezer Urio Kasimo  
 Sr Jacinto Kimaro, CSESM / Sr. Rita Mary Mrema, CESM /Sr. Vickie Mrema, CESM 

    Saint Adalbert School Campus President: James Smith      
Saint Adalbert School Principal: Jamie Smith      

Music Ministry: Theresa Bumpers/Sandi Gay Chapman      
Praise Dance Coordinators: Megan Lipian  

Parish Council Chair: Irene Morrison      
Parish Finance Council Chair: Phillis Fuller Clipps  
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Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Gospel Reflection (Luke 6:27-38):  
Today’s gospel reading is a continuation of the teaching that began in last Sunday’s gospel. We continue to 
hear Jesus’ Sermon on the Plain. Recall that in Luke’s Gospel, this teaching is addressed to Jesus’ disciples. This 
contrasts with the parallel found in Matthew’s Gospel, the Sermon on the Mount, in which Jesus’ words are 
addressed to both the disciples and to the crowds.  
 
These words from Jesus’ teaching are familiar to us. They constitute the crux and the challenge of what it 
means to be a disciple: Love your enemies, turn the other cheek, give to those who ask, do unto others, lend 
without expecting repayment, judge not lest you be judged. There are several similarities between Luke’s and 
Matthew’s report of Jesus’ great teaching. Both begin with the Beatitudes. Matthew includes nearly all the 
content that Luke does; the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew’s Gospel is longer than Luke’s Sermon on the 
Plain. There are, however, differences in language and nuance. For example, Matthew presents this portion of 
the teaching as a contrast between Jesus’ teaching and the teachings of the law and the prophets. This is in 
keeping with Matthew’s concern to address his predominantly Jewish audience. It is likely that Luke omits this 
contrast because it was unnecessary for the Gentile believers for whom Luke is writing.  
 
Another point of contrast between Matthew and Luke’s presentation is the terminology. In Luke, Jesus 
contrasts the behavior of his followers with the behavior of “sinners.” In Matthew, Jesus contrasts the 
behavior desired with the behavior of tax collectors and Gentiles. Matthew concludes the teaching about love 
of enemies with the admonition to be perfect as God is perfect; Luke concludes by emphasizing God’s mercy. 
 
In both Gospels, Jesus’ words challenge those who would follow him to be more like God. God loves us beyond 
our expectations, beyond anything we can possibly imagine. In response to God’s love, we are to love as God 
loves, beyond expectations and with a depth beyond imagining.  

~Loyola Press 
 

The Catholic Charities Appeal for 2022 is underway with an in-pew commitment process taking place this 
weekend. It is not a special collection; rather, the Catholic Charities Appeal represents the chance for all 
Catholics to make a significant pledge, payable in installments, to Catholic Charities, Diocese of Cleveland. 
Details about how Catholic Charities aids those in need in our Diocese is included in a flyer that is available 
near the bulletins. Many   parishioners have received a letter   from Bishop Malesic requesting their support. If 
you have not received this letter, please respond to the in-pew commitment process today! If you have 
received the mailing, please respond to it. Be the Light is the theme of this year’s campaign. Your support of 
the 2022 Catholic Charities Appeal helps us to carry out the mission that Jesus entrusted to us: “I say to you, 
whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me.”  Please consider a generous gift 
that will change the lives of the 400,000 who are served each year in Northeast Ohio. Please pray for the 
success of the Appeal, which provides for essential programs and services in need throughout all eight 
counties of the Diocese of Cleveland. 
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Diocesan Synodal Process - Individuals are invited to share their feedback for the 2021-2023 Synod: “For a 
Synodal Church: Communion, Participation and Mission.” Synodality expresses the nature of the Church as 
the People of God journeying together and gathering in assembly, summoned by the Lord Jesus in the power 
of the Holy Spirit to proclaim the Gospel. Pope Francis has invited everyone to participate in a dialogue with 
one another and with the worldwide Catholic Church. More information on this process, and forms for 
submitting individual responses, are available at < dioceseofcleveland.org/synod/individual-pa 
 

Catholic Cemeteries Association provides free monthly grief support groups in two formats: In-Office (3:00 
pm) at six Cemetery offices, and Virtually (5:00 pm) via Zoom. Meetings are open discussion, surrounding a 
monthly topic, or whatever is on your heart. TODAY, February 20th topic is “What’s Normal in Grief?”  We   
off er a comfortable, private, and safe environment where you are free to explore your grief. Come and be in 
the presence of those who understand. In-Offa cue Grief Support groups meet in the main off cue building at 
these cemeteries: All Saints, NorthBit eld; All Souls, Chardon; Calvary Cleveland; Holy Cross, Akron; Holy Cross, 
Brook Park; & St. Joseph, Avon. CCA follows the guidelines set by the CDC, the State of Ohio, and the Diocese 
of Cleveland regarding COVID-19 protocols. 

 

Lent is a great time to change your habits. Turn off the noise and turn on Catholic radio!  Join us for Lenten 
Devotions, daily Mass, Rosary, apologetics and much more on AM1260 The Rock.  Tuesdays at 3 PM we will air 
the Devotion to the Holy Face of Jesus and Fridays at 3 PM Stations of the Cross for Priests. The Chaplet of the 
Divine Mercy will continue to air on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays at 3 PM throughout Lent. Prayers 
and program guides can be found at https://am1260therock.com or call us at 216-227-1260.  

 

We will have Blackjack Sunday every 5th Sunday this year. Blackjack Sundays: May 29th, July 31st, October 
30th. Blackjack Sunday/Community Meal immediately after mass in the ELC. All are welcome and encouraged 
to attend. As we celebrate the 100th anniversary of SA/OLBS we are beginning a Blackjack Challenge! The 
largest graduating class participants in our 100th year Anniversary Celebration Mass and Blackjack Sundays. 
Consider placing an ad in the souvenir program book for your class! It’s time to come home. We encourage 
you to bring and share your stories about our school, church, and parish. Bring photos to share, they will be 
copied and returned to you. We will also make a pilgrimage to Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, our 
beginnings. November 2022. Details to follow.  

 

March 20nd,2022 The Bishop’s Seminary Brunch is an annual gathering of parishioners from across the 
Diocese of Cleveland who want to visibly show their appreciation for provide financial support for unusual and 
emergency needs of the seminarians. Please see Walter Napier for tickets. Cost is $50/person.  
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Grandparent Workshops - March 28 & 30, April 4 & 6. Grandparents are vital to passing on the faith. The 
Office for Marriage and Family Ministry will offer Saints Anne and Joachim Workshops. This will be an 
opportunity to talk about ways that grandparents can share their faith with their grandchildren and will offer 
some practical tools that can be used. The workshops will be offered at various sites throughout the Diocese, 
from 9:00 am - 2:00 pm and will include brunch & a closing Mass. Cost is $10 per person. Register 
online < https://tinyurl.com/Anne-Joachim >. 
 
Homeless Stand Down 2022 will be returning as an in-person event on April 23, at FirstEnergy Stadium. An 
estimated 1,500+ guests will enjoy access to social service providers, haircuts, medical screenings, professional   
portraits, meals, personal   hygiene   kits, bus passes, and more. The ins year, there is a goal to provide each 
guest with new or gently used shoes/boots & new socks to go with them. St. John Cathedral has been 
participating since 2004 in a number of ways. We are once again sponsoring a collection to benefit the Stand 
Down. Checks should be made out to St. John Cathedral with Homeless Stand Down in the memo line. Send 
checks to The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist/Social Actions Committee/1007 East Ninth Street/Cleveland 
44114. Please return your donations by Sunday, February 27th, so that we may forward the total to them in 
time to obtain needed goods. The last couple of years, HSD has been coordinated by Business Volunteers 
Unlimited. We also encourage you to volunteer through < https://tinyurl.com/HSD-Volunteer >, where you 
can see what your monetary donation will provide. 
 
APRIL 24TH 2022 100TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY MASS W/ BISHOP MALESIC-Saint Adalbert/Our Lady of the 
Blessed Sacrament: 2022 marks one hundred years for Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament serving the African 
American community in the Fairfax area. One of many celebrations being planned for the year. Please plan to 
join us. We have begun the planning sessions for the 100th Anniversary Mass. The next meeting will be via 
Zoom, March 2nd at 7pm. Please see Fr. Gary for the link to the meeting. To assist with any aspect of the 
planning: Anniversary Choir: Sr. Rita Mary Mrema (Practice will be on Tuesdays at 6pm), Refreshments/Food: 
Lorraine Bradley; Hospitality: Irene Morrison; Souvenirs: Carol Morrison; Ads/Program Book: Phillis Fuller 
Clipps. 
 
Legal Aid Society - Due to the surge in COVID cases, our brief advice clinics, normally held at Cleveland Public 
Library, will be virtual in February 2022. All sessions will be conducted via phone or video call. Interested 
clients can register by visiting < lasclev.org > and clicking on “events” for the most recent info and details for 
all of our clinics. In the meantime, Legal Aid is open 24/7 online - taking intake applications at that link. To 
follow up on the need to provide off-line help: potential clients can call Legal Aid for help during most business 
hours at 888-817-3777 English (toll-free). They also offer help in a variety of languages: English 216-687-1900    
Spanish 216-586-3190/ Arabic 216-586-3191/ Mandarin 216-586-3192/ French 216-586-3193/ Vietnamese 
216-586-3194/ Russian 216-586-3195/ Swahili 216-586-3196/ Community members with questions about a 
housing issue can call our Tenant Info Line (216-861-5955 or 440-210-4533) anytime. For employment 
questions, community members can call our Worker Info Line (216-861-5899 or 440-210-4532). 
 
 

You are Kindly Asked to Wear a Mask while in the church/whether vaccinated or not vaccinated.  
PLEASE CONSIDER BECOMING FULLY VACCINATED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE FOR 

YOURSELF AND THOSE WHO LOVE YOU. 
 


